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REMARKS 

Applicant concurrently files herewith a petition and fee for a one-month extension of 

time. 

Claims 7-3 1 and 39-40 are presently pending in the application. Claims 7-16, 18-23, 
and 25-31 have been amended to more particularly define the invention. Claims 39-40 have 
been added to assure Applicants the degree of protection to which their invention entitles 
them. Claims 1-6 have been cancelled in the interest of expediting prosecution. Non-elected 
claims 32-38 have been canceled, reserving the right to prosecute them in a divisional 
application. 

Objection was made to claims 1-26 due to informalities in the claims. Claims 6-20 
and 22-23 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 2. Both of these have been overcome by the 
above amendments. 

Claims 6-13 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by Shimoji, 
United States Patent No. 5,760,437. Claims 1-5 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
unpatentable over Shimoji in view of Masato, Japanese Patent Publication No. 05-174583. 
Claim 14 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) unpatentable over Shimoji in view of Liu, et 
al., United States Patent No. 5,751,631. 

It is noted with appreciation that claims 21 and 24-31 have been allowed and that 
claims 1 5-20 have been indicated to be allowable if rewritten in independent form. 
Amendments have been made to these claims to assure grammatical and idiomatic English 
and improved form under United States practice, and not to distinguish the invention of these 
claims over the prior art or to narrow these claims, or for any statutory requirements of 
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patentability. Further, Applicants specifically state that no amendment to any of these claims 
should be construed as a disclaimer of any interest in or right to an equivalent of any element 
or feature of the amended claim. 

Each of dependent claim 15 and dependent claim 16 has been amended to incorporate 
the substance of their parent independent claim 6, and claim 6 has been canceled. Claims 7- 
14 and 17 have been amended as necessary to be dependent from claim 15. Claims 18, 19, 
and 20 have been amended to be dependent from claim 16. Consequently, claims 7-20 are 
allowable . 

Claims 22 and 23 were rejected only under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, and not due to prior art. 
These claims are dependent from allowed claim 21 . Since the 35 ILS.C. §1 12 rejection has 
been overcome, claims 22 and 23 are allowable . 

New independent claim 39 incorporates features of original claim 1 with further 
features of an embodiment of the semiconductor memory device which are not found in the 
prior art, and so are allowable . 

Likewise, new independent claim 40 incorporates the features of original claim 6 with 
further features of an embodiment of the semiconductor memory device which are not found 
in the prior art, and so is also allowable . 

The Office Action states that there is an error in the specification at page 1 1, line 17. 
The cited error could not be found at that location; however, the error appears to be at page 
10, line 17. The error found there has been corrected. If this is not the error meant by the 
Examiner, clarification is requested. 
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The Office Action objected to the Abstract as having too many words. A new 
Abstract, overcoming this objection, is attached hereto. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant submits that claims 7-31 and 39-40, all the claims 
presently pending in the application, are patentably distinct over the prior art of record and are 
allowable , and that the application is in condition for allowance . Such action would be 
appreciated. 

Should the Examiner find the application to be other than in condition for allowance, 
the Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned attorney at the local telephone number 
listed below to discuss any other changes deemed necessary for allowance in a telephonic or 
personal interview. 

To the extent necessary, Applicant petitions for an extension of time under 37 CFR 
§1.136. The Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiency in fees, including 
extension of time fees, or to credit any overpayment in fees to Attorney's Deposit Account 



McGinn & Gibb, PLLC 

8321 Old Courthouse Road, Suite 200 
Vienna, VA 22182-3817 
(703) 761-4100 
Customer No. 21254 



No. 50-0481. 



Respectfully Submitted, 
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